1-4 Measuring in Metric Units


Words to Know

Unit



A single “thing.”

Base Unit
A simple unit used in a system of measurement such as meter, Liter, and gram.


Appropriate
It fits or it makes sense.

Convert
To change.

New Vocabulary
Metric System:  A decimal system of _______________.  

	Type
	Unit
	Example

	Length
	Base Unit:  
	

	
	Other Units:


	

	Capacity or Volume
	Base Unit:
	

	
	Other Units:


	

	Mass
	Base Unit:
	

	
	Other Units:


	


	Kilo -
	Hecto -
	Deca -
	Base Unit
	Deci-
	Cent-
	Milli-

	k
	h
	da
	Meter (m)

Liter (L)

Gram (g)
	d
	c
	m

	King
	Henry
	Doesn’t
	Usually
	Drink
	Chocolate
	Milk


Example:  25 cm = __________ m 

Steps:  

1. Look for the decimal point on the beginning number.  If there is not a decimal point write one after the last digit. (If the number has a decimal point, skip to step 2.)

25. cm = __________ m 

2. Put your finger on the box for the starting unit (cm).  

3. Count the “hops” over to the ending unit by moving your finger on the table.  

4. Now move the decimal point over the same number of “hops” in the same direction.  

25. cm = 0.25 m   (moved the decimal to the left 2 hops)


*If there is no number to the left of the decimal point, write a zero there.  

	Kilo -
	Hecto -
	Deca -
	Base Unit
	Deci-
	Cent-
	Milli-

	k
	h
	da
	Meter (m)

Liter (L)

Gram (g)
	d
	c
	m

	King
	Henry
	Doesn’t
	Usually
	Drink
	Chocolate
	Milk


Example:  4.5 kg = __________ cg

4.5                  . 
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We moved the decimal 5 places to the left.  Use a zero to fill in the empty places.  

4.5 kg = 450,000 cg 

